
Lesson 2: The French and Indian War

Concept Question:
• Throughout the French and Indian War, what were the British fighting for? What were the French fighting 

for? What were the Native Americans fighting for? 
• Why isn’t the artistic portrayal of “The Death of General Wolfe” by Benjamin West a credible 

representation of the actual event? 

Topical Essential Question:
• How do you know if a primary source is trustworthy, unbiased, and credible?

Overarching Essential Questions:
• What are the causes of the American Revolution?

Learning Objectives
• Students will read and annotate a summary of the French and Indian War.
• Students will analyze, interpret, and challenging the trustworthiness of Benjamin West’s painting, “The 

Death of General Wolf.” 
• Students will learn to question the credibility of primary and secondary sources. 



Do Now:
Are all primary sources trustworthy? Why or why not?

When we think about historical events, like wars, why is it important to think about other things that happened 
around the same time? Give an example. 



Why did the French and Indian War begin?

Why did the British think the territory in 
North America was “rightfully theirs”?

Using context clues, what is a “colonial 
militia”? 

How did the French and Indian War end?



Why did the French and British both want 
control over the Ohio River Valley and the 
Mississippi River Valley? 

Why causes war to be officially declared?

Why was the beginning phase of the war 
unsuccessful for Britain?

Why do you think Indigenous people fought 
with the French and not the British?



What was the turning point of the French and 
Indian War? 

Who was James Wolfe and what did he do?

f you were a colonist, how would you feel 
during the French and Indian War? 



What is this image depicting? 

Who do you think the focal person of the 
painting is?

What is the story Benjamin West is 
telling in this painting?

Why do you think Benjamin West 
depicted the battle in this way?



“The same truth that guides the pen of the historian should govern the pencil (paintbrush of the artist.” 

What does this quote mean?

Exit slip. 
Why are many primary sources exaggerated, biased, and untruthful representations of historical events? How 
can historians interpret primary sources to understand the full picture?


