
Lesson 3: The Proclamation of 1763

Content Questions:
What is the Royal Proclamation of 1763 and what were its effects?

Topical Essential Questions
How did the Royal Proclamation of 1763 raise tensions among Indigenous Peoples and American colonists that 
set the stage for the American Revolution?
Was the Royal Proclamation of 1763 fair? 
How does the creation of maps establish systems of power and privilege?
How can maps show bias? 

Overarching Essential Questions:
What causes people to revolt against their government?

Learning Objectives
Students will identify the significance of the Treaty of Paris and the Royal Proclamation of 1763 and assess 
how these treaties raised tensions within Indigenous communities and the American colonists.
Students will argue how map creation establishes systems bias and power. 



What did Britain get as a result of winning the 
French and Indian War?

Do you think the colonists would have been 
happy about being taxed by the British to pay for 
the war?

Why didn’t the war bring the British and the 
American colonists closer together?

What differences do you see between the map of the 
“French Era” and the map of the “British Era”? 

Do Now:



What are some examples of cartography?

How do you think a map might be biased?

How can maps show bias?

What is the purpose of this 
map?

What is the purpose of this 
map?

What is the purpose of this 
map?

What are some examples of cartography?



• What happened to Canada? 

• What happened to the disputed 
land? 

• What happened to the French land 
East of the Mississippi River? 

• What happened to the French land 
west of the Mississippi River?

• What happened to Florida? (What 
happened to Havana, Cuba?



Where you recognize state names? 

Where do you see familiar boarders? 

What do they think is the meaning or message is behind each map? 

Who do they believe these maps were made for? 

Whose perspective is left out of each of these maps? 

Use coloring pencils or markers to identify the Mississippi River, Ohio River, State of Michigan, the Great 
Lakes, and Chesapeake Bay on each of the three maps.

What did you learn from sharing with 
another group?



Do these three maps that were created after the Proclamation of 1763 give land to Indigenous people? 

If these maps are not created in the interests of the Indigenous people, then whose interests are these maps 
created for? 

Exit slip:
Was the Royal Proclamation of 1763 fair?


