
Lesson 4: The Stamp Act

Content Question
Why did the British Parliament create and enforce the Stamp Act? 

Topical Essential Questions
What were the varying perspectives surrounding the implementation of the Stamp Act? 
Why were the colonists upset about the implementation of the Stamp Act? 

Overarching Essential Questions:
What are the causes of the American Revolution?

Lesson Level Objectives: 
Students will read and annotate sources about the Stamp Act to understand the varying perspectives between 
the British government and the American colonists about its implementation. 



Do Now:
Imagine you are King George III of Great Britain. You just doubled Britain’s national debt to $129,586,789 because of the 
expenses from the French and Indian War. What would you do to try to pay that money back? 

What did the Stamp Act (1765) tax?

Why is it important to look at historical stories from multiple perspectives?



Sourcing:
Who wrote this?

When was it written?

Where was it written?

Why was it written?

Is this source reliable? Why or why not?

Contextualizing:
How might the circumstances in which the document was 
created affect its content?



Sourcing:
Who wrote this?

When was it written?

Where was it written?

Why was it written?

Is this source reliable? Why or 
why not?

Contextualizing:
How might the circumstances 
in which the document was 
created affect its content?

Analysis:
What happened in Boston?

Why the author was 
surprised?

Who read the newspapers?

Why were many American 
colonists upset about the 
Stamp Act (1765)?



Sourcing:

Contextualizing:

Analysis:
What are the differences between the first 
stamp and the second stamp?

Which stamp do you think was the official 
stamp?

What does the second stamp tell you about 
the response the colonists had to the Stamp 
Act?



Sourcing:

Contextualizing:

Analysis:
How did the newspaper publisher react to the Stamp Act?

How does the author describe the Stamp Act? What does he 
compare it to?

Sourcing:

Contextualizing:

Analysis:
Using lines 2-4, how did the colonists initially react 
to the arrival of the Stamp distributer?

What did the mobs do to the Stamp distributer’s 
house?



Sourcing:

Contextualizing:

Analysis:
What is this image depicting?

Did the colonists’ protests work?

Exit slip.
Do you think that the Stamp Act was a reasonable or unreasonable tax? Were the British violating the rights of 
colonists?


