
Lesson 5: The Boston Massacre

Concept Questions
What was the American colonists view of events and what happened during the Boston Massacre?
What was the British commander’s view of the events and how did it differ from the colonists’ view of events?

Topical Essential Questions
Why do people who experience the same event have different views of what happened? 
How did Paul Revere’s engraving of the Boston Massacre influence the colonists’ reaction to the event?

Overarching Essential Questions:
What are the causes of the American Revolution?

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to develop a claim about the Boston Massacre using evidence from their reading to 
support the American colonists or the British military.
Students will be able to explain their claim in front of the class and respond to questions from the judge.



Why was Boston, Massachusetts the place with the most political unrest?

What does the phrase “No taxation without representation mean”?

What happened on March 5, 1770?

Why does no one know exactly who was responsible for the Boston Massacre?

What is an example in our current events where people who experienced the same event, such as during a protest, 
have different views of what happened?

Do Now:
What was happening in the American colonies before March 5,1770? Develop a timeline to respond to the question

.



Sourcing:

Contextualizing:

Analysis:
Who is the subject of the painting?

What do you notice about the British soldiers in the 
painting? 

What do you notice about the colonists in the 
painting? 

What do you think the message of this painting is? 

Is this painting biased? 



Sourcing:

Contextualizing:

Analysis:
According to Samuel Drowne, what happened the night of 
March 5, 1770?

What did the British do?

What did the colonists do?

The Colonists’ Perspective:



Sourcing:

Contextualizing:

Analysis:
According to Captain Thomas Preston, what happened 
the night of March 5, 1770?

What did the British do?

What did the colonists do?

The British Perspective:



Opening Statement:

Do Now:
What was happening in the American colonies before March 5,1770? Develop a timeline to respond to the question.


