
Lesson 6: Committees of Correspondence

Content Question
What were specific events and factors that led to the beginning of armed resistance by the American colonists 
against the British? 

Topical Essential Questions
Why was the rhetoric of “enslavement” so important to the colonial leaders and how does it exemplify irony in 
relation to enslaving Africans in America? 

Overarching Essential Questions:
What are the causes of the American Revolution?

Learning Objectives
Students will summarize the specific events and factors that led to the beginning of armed resistance by the 
Americas.
Students will explore alternatives to armed resistance by the American colonists.
Students will recognize the irony and contradictions of how the American patriots used the symbol of 
enslavement to Britain as a rallying cry for their cause, while also enslaving Africans in America themselves. 



Do Now:
If you lived in a time with no cell phones, televisions, internet, cars, or electricity, how would you communicate with 
people? How would you find out what was happening in the world? Where would you get your information from? 

Who were the Committees of Correspondence?

Where were the Committees of Correspondence formed? 

How did the Committees of Correspondence connect to the Sons of Liberty?

What was the driving force behind the Committees of Correspondence?



Committee of Correspondence Location:









Class Discussion Questions

What were specific events that led to the start of armed resistance against the British by the colonists? 

Were there alternatives to resistance other than armed resistance and violence?

Were the Committees of Correspondence an efficient and effective way to communicate radical ideas amongst 
colonist leaders? 

Explain the symbol of “enslavement” stated by the colonists against the British. Why is this symbol hypocritical? Using 
the sources as evidence, what impact did enslaved people have in the colonies leading up to the American Revolution?  

Exit slip: Why do you think the Committees of Correspondence were such a significant predecessor for the start of the 
American Revolution? 


