
Lesson 8: The Bostonians in Distress

Content Questions
What were the five acts that British Parliament passed as punishment for the Boston Tea Party?
What did each of these acts do and what was the message Britain was trying to convey through the Intolerable 
Acts? 

Topical Essential Question
What was the effect of the Intolerable Acts on the American colonists? 

Overarching Essential Question
What are the causes of the American Revolution?

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to describe the five acts known as the Coercive/Intolerable Acts.
Students will be able to explain the message Britain was trying to convey through the Intolerable Acts.
Students will be able to infer the effect that these acts had on the American colonists. 



Do Now: If you were a British leader, how would you have reacted 
to the Boston Tea Party?

Look at the following image. It is a political cartoon created by 
American colonists titled “Bostonians in Distress.” 

What do you think is happening in this cartoon? 

What is the purpose of the cartoon? 

How are the British portrayed in this cartoon? 

How are the American colonists portrayed in this cartoon?

What symbols do you see to promote the American colonists? 



The Boston Port 
Act Analysis

What is the purpose of this act? 

What do you think the impact of this act would be for the colonists and for the British?

How could have this act created “distressed Bostonians?”



The Administration 
of Justice Act 
Analysis

What is the purpose of this act? 

What do you think the impact of this act would be for the colonists and for the British?

How could have this act created “distressed Bostonians?”



The Massachusetts 
Government Act 
Analysis

What is the purpose of this act? 

What do you think the impact of this act would be for the colonists and for the British?

How could have this act created “distressed Bostonians?”



The Quartering Act 
Analysis

What is the purpose of this act? 

What do you think the impact of this act would be for the colonists and for the British?

How could have this act created “distressed Bostonians?”



The Quebec Act 
Analysis

What is the purpose of this act? 

What do you think the impact of this act would be for the colonists and for the British?

How could have this act created “distressed Bostonians?”



Exit slip: 
Do you think Britain overreacted with passing the Intolerable Acts or do you think the acts were a 
suitable punishment for Bostonians rebelling in the Boston Tea Party?


